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Presidentôs Message 
 

As is the custom, I will attempt to bring you up to date with the activities of your Buck Lake 

Association board.  We are people from the lake, like you, who endeavor to effect necessary 

actions on behalf of all of us.  We meet monthly in one of the directorsô homes and produce 

minutes to remind us what was accomplished and what needs further attention.  We are all 

volunteers and, by design, we try to appoint people who represent all constituencies of the lake 

including permanent and seasonal residents as well as longtime residents and relatively new 

arrivals.  We can always use more interested people so please feel free to contact me any time. 

Perhaps the most important project that has been undertaken on behalf of our lake is the ñLake 

Reportò by the Friends of the Lake committee led by Wayne Myles.  This has been a work in 

progress for several years and is now at a stage where it can be promulgated and used to launch 

initiatives that can only enhance Buck Lake, its water and environs, its flora and fauna, and our 

quality of life.  For the report to have real meaning it must be embraced by the majority of us.  

Unfortunately, only about a third of us, about 165, are actually members of the BLA and have 

paid the $25 annual dues per family.   I would like to increase that number to have an 

association that one would say truly speaks on behalf of all Buck Lakers.   I therefore encourage 

you to join us if you havenôt already done so.  Letôs make Buck Lake the envy of other lake 

associations. 

Among the initiatives we are following for our mutual benefit is bringing high-speed internet 

service to all members.  Some of us are fortunate to have line-of-sight to one of the two Xplornet 

towers in our area but many more are forced to use satellite or dial up; these latter solutions are 

unacceptable in this day and age.  But more of concern for me is the lack of cell phone coverage 

in our lake area and along most of the length of Perth Road to Kingston.  I am working on this 

issue with local politicians with the hope we will see a solution in the nearer term. 

Other than these issues, life is great on Buck Lake.  I think I golfed 10 times in November!  

Reine and I got out in our canoe at least as frequently.  Bring on global warming! 

In conclusion I would like to wish all of you a wonderful Christmas /holiday season, shared with 

family and friends. I encourage everyone to consider how fortunate we are to live in such a 

wonderful country where we can enjoy the pleasures of our lake and many amenities in Kingston 

without sacrifice. There are, of course, too many people in the world who can only think of 

where they can get their next meal.  So let us be grateful and make the very best of our good 

fortune while sharing to the extent possible with those less fortunate. 

Best wishes, 

Peter Dawe 
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Friends of the Lake Committee 

 

In the last Buck Lake newsletter the Friends of the 

Lake committee introduced you to the concept of a 

lake plan and provided you with the first section from 

the social history of Buck Lake. 

The second section, which is include here, explains the 

original mapping of the area and the families that 

settled around the lake. The names may be familiar to 

you and trigger memories of your time on the lake. 

They still appear on many road signs and mail boxes 

today.  

The history committee along with the friends of the 

lake are moving forward with their goal of creating a 

Coffee Table History Book, of Buck Lake and the 

surrounding areas. It is a large task that will take many 

hours and many volunteers to complete. The first step 

in the process will be for the committee to learn how 

to best gather and present this history.  

The social history, as presented in the Lake Plan, is one step in this journey. We hope you enjoy 

part two and feel free to contact the Buck Lake Association with comments, suggestions or 

stories of your own. 

 

The Lake Plan Social History-Part Two 

 Mapping the area 1860 to1878 

 

H.F. Walling produced the first map that depicts the area well in 1860 (fig. #1).  On this map we 

can see 10 lots that have been patented to various individuals or families, roughly as far north as 

where Norman Lane is today.  The following names were included on the 1860 map: P. 

Woodcock, S. Shibley, E. Davis, J. Silver, Mrs. Ennis, C. Smith, W. Batermore, I. Brook, M. 

Connolly, and C. Knowlton.  The map also shows us that some of these landowners had already 

constructed buildings at the time of the mapping.   

1860 Walling Map of Loughborough Township 

Curiously by the time of the next mapping in 1878 by the Meachem Map Company (fig. #2 note 

the very distorted sizes of the North and South Branches on both the 1860 and 1878 maps), very 

few of the names from 1860 were still evident in the area.  The 1878 map shows people living all 

around both the North and South Branches of Buck Lake, including a concentration of residents 

along Perth Road from Buck Lake past Devil Lake.  The names on this map include: David 

Sears, H. Sears, William Sears, Henry Green, William Green, Jabez Stoness, N. McCallum, 

William See, Benjamin Aykroyd, I. Cobett, James C. Darling, Joseph Darling, C.W. Darling, 

Joseph Harris, George McFarlane, George Teepell, Thomas Votrey, Thomas Galliger, George 

Ennis, John Ennis, James Hamilton, John Richardson, John Buck, S. Hartman, H. Scott, S.W. 

Davis, W.E.M. Davis, S. Ennis and James Rutledge.  There is one particularly dark story from 

these early settlers.  Elijah Vankoughnet murdered John Richardson in 1881 at his home on Buck 
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Lake.  For the murder, Vankoughnet entered the history books as the last man hanged in 

Frontenac County.  At this point a small amount of land was still controlled by the Canada 

Company, a large private British company established in 1825 to aid in the colonization of 

Canada.  The Green Family was among the first settlers of the area, having arrived from either 

Ireland or Chicago.  The Green Family was made up of hunters, trappers, fishermen, and guides.  

An old Green family cemetery still sits on Roushorn Road and direct descendants of the original 

settlers still live on the lake. 

1878 Meachem Map of Loughborough Township 

As hinted to earlier, the major drivers of commerce in the area were logging and mining and the 

biggest entrepreneurs around Buck Lake were the Tett and Chaffey Families.  In the 1860s the 

combined operations of John Chaffey and Benjamin Tett were milling as much as 7,000,000 

board-feet per year, making them one of the biggest mills on the entire Rideau system. A 

substantial amount of logging occurred around Slide Lake, and the logs were slid into Buck Lake 

and floated up to either of the Tett or Chaffey mills.  The largest concentration of logging activity 

occurred around Lake Opinicon, where there were three mills, owned by James Hunter, Charles 

Gildersleeve, and the Tett-Chaffey operation. Initially, many of the mills were sawing boards for 

settlers to construct houses, but as the lumber business grew, wood was being floated down to 

Kingston or up to Ottawa.  As part of this endeavour, John Chaffey built 44 boats, tugs, and 

barges at Bedford Mills. Many of the logging entrepreneurs also helped open up the back country 

to farming. After a lot or a section of lots had been logged, they could be sold as farmland. 

 

 

 
Fig. # 2 Loughborough Township 1878 1 

 

 

 

FIG #1Buck Lake Map-HF Walling 1860 1 



   BLACK ICE  

Traffic reports often make mention of black ice during the colder weather. It can certainly sound 

ominous, and it's often very dangerous. But what exactly is black ice? Black ice is a thin coating 

of ice that forms on roadways and other surfaces. It often occurs from freezing drizzle, wind-

blown snow or freezing condensation. Because black ice is so thin, the ice appears to be the same 

color of the surface material beneath the ice. Therefore, on asphalt roads, the ice can be nearly 

invisible and black in color hence the name. Unlike snow or ice that is readily visible, black ice 

is very hard to see, which makes it very dangerous for motorists. Drivers should treat wet-

looking roads with caution during the cold weather. What may appear to be water is often black 

ice. Traction is limited on ice, so spinouts and accidents may occur if the driver is not careful. 

 

Dear Friends, 

On behalf of the Buck Lake Rider Cup 

organizing committee, please accept our sincere thanks for your generous donation to 

this community tournament. 

As you know, it is an event that enables our Buck Lake neighbours to get together for a 

fun afternoon of golf, camaraderie and a great dinner, while raising money to support 

worthwhile causes, such as the Easter Seal's "Camp Merrywood -Send a Kid To Camp" 

project, or the Rotary Boys and Girls Club, to name two. 

We appreciate your ongoing support of this tournament and look forward to another 

great year. 

Sincerely, Saundra Rider, Marilyn O'Connor, Boyd Barr, & Gord McLellan 
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HYPOTHERMIA  

DEFINITION: Hypothermia is a condition which occurs when the body loses heat faster than it 

can generate it.  It can affect a person gradually over a period of time such as enjoying a winter 

activity or suddenly such as falling into a stream of open water.  Hypothermia can cause death 

and should be treated in its earliest stages. 

SYMPTOMS: As the bodyôs core temperature begins to drop, the first symptom will be when a 

person begins to shiver.  Most of us have experienced this stage getting a last run on the ski 

slopes or watching an outdoor sport.  Most of us also make the error of doing some kind of 

physical exertion to warm up. This just saps the body of needed energy.  After the uncontrollable 

shivering, a person will begin to slur their words, and stumble.  The victimôs brain is not 

functioning to capacity and is not giving the vital organs the instructions needed to do their jobs 

properly.  As the brain activity continues to slow, the victim will become incoherent and make 

unrelated statements or declarations.  At this point a hypothermic person cannot make any 

decisions to help themselves.  The next symptom is when a person wants to rest more often and 

even sleep.  If a hypothermic person is allowed to sleep at this point, the person will in all 

probability never awake.  Death will follow. 

TREATMENT: If you are alone, then you must make decisions before itôs too late.  Act 

rapidly.  Get yourself warm somehow.  Start a fire.  If you have fallen into open water, time is 

critical.  If possible, locate a home or cottage nearby.  If no one is home, break in and get a fire 

going.  DO NOT FALL ASLEEP!  Get out of your wet clothes.  Wrap yourself in blankets.  Get 
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